
,, granite quarried in Fairfield County.

The room
s of the Tow

n Clock are often
used for sm

all group m
eetings and the

upstairs of the building is hom
e to the

Fairfield County Cham
ber of Com

m
erce.

This stately, pristine building rem
ains the

heart of H
istoric D

ow
ntow

n W
innsboro. “5”

shaped irons on each side of the exterior are
braces that hold heavy earthquake rods in

The steps and landing of the building are

moiding around the top of the interior w
alls

is part of the original plastered w
ails. There

are 12 w
indow

s on the m
ain floor w

ith 12
panes over 12 panes. The original m

antle
still adorns the fireplace in the upstairs
m

eeting room
. D

ouble doors are used for
all entrances w

ith double half-doors used on
the ground floor. A

ll entrances have a fan
shaped panel of glass overhead. The 

The hand-m
ade brick w

alls of the building
are 8, 12, and 18 inches thick and 18 and
24 inches in w

idth in the tow
er. The
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100 years.
Legend has it to be the oldest continuously
running tow

n clock in the U
nited States.

lvere
m

ade resulting in the present tow
er. In spite of

the cracked hell and repairs to the tow
er, the old

clock has run continuously for over 

1875 further construction and repairs 
In 

To1x-n H
all and

the other as a “G
uard H

ouse” w
here breakers of

the peace w
ere retained tem

porarily.

oi the room
s w

as used as 

The m
arket house w

as built to specifications in
w

idth w
ith one large room

 on the ground floor
used for rhe public m

arket and tw
o sm

all room
s.

O
ne 

rhat had been sent for repair.

\vas cracked and had to be
sent to Philadelphia for repairs. W

hen it w
as

finally rerurned, the “old-tim
ers” reported it had

lost its silvery tone or perhaps w
as not the

original bell 

S95 w
hen during a fire it w

as rung
so vigorously rhat it 

\vas
used until 1 ihe clock tow

er w
as also m

ade in
France, and it sounded a “silvery tone”. It 

ltinnsboro
 on tim

e to the
present.

The bell for 

Leas later w
ired to run electrically and

continues to keep 

\yas
w

ound by a w
indlass w

ith large w
ire cables. The

clock 

xveights, 
lvith its heavy iron 

M
cC

reight, Tow
n Intendent.

The clock, 
\\‘illiam

 
b)

C
olonel 

&
ace, France 

\V
orks for

the clock w
ere ordered from

 

vv-ere needed IO
 m

ake the three
w

eek rrip to C
harleston and back. 

v.agons 
50 

C
harleaon,  and legend has

it that 
The  brick cam

e from
 

TOW
-I C

ouncil accepted the
land and petitioned the Legislature for authority
to erect a new

 m
arket house and tow

n clock.
The authority w

as given “provided the building
be no m

ore that 30 feet in w
idth”.

beenused
 as a duck pond before the

land w
as donated to the tow

n as a site for a new
m

arket house. The
 

bui!t in 1833-34 on a sm
all piece of land in

the m
iddle of W

ashington Street. The land had
form

erly ore’s m
arket house w

ith its clock tow
er

w
as inns 

ir
 b

m
eaf

for them
.

tiesh m
eat w

as available
Tradition

has it that there w
ere beaten paths from

 every
direction m

ade by dogs that knew
 the sound of

the bell and that it m
eant m

orsels of fresh 

-to m
ake the tow

nspeople
aw

are that alarm
 for fires, danger, curfew

, special
announcem

ents, and last hut not least,
“butchering days” 

\vas
used as an 

by the tow
nspeople. The bell

 
to\\ns. The tolling bell pealed m

essages
understood 

10 the citizens as the “C
lock”

instead of the “M
arket”.

Tow
n clocks w

ere com
m

on and played an
im

portant role in the life of early A
m

erican

rhat its
tow

er housed the clock and belfry, it soon
becam

e know
 

facr 

hean of the
com

m
unity. It w

as prim
arily built to house the

public m
arket, but because of the 

trul\~ the very 
do\\nton-n and is 

T
cnn C

lock. The building is located in the
\V

innshoro is
the 
The m

ost fam
iliar landm

ark in old 




